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Maximising Grass and Silage Growth
Author: Philip Kennedy
Over the past number of weeks, we have experienced very little grass growth due to a 75mm soil moisture deficit. Growth rates in
this area dropped to around 30kg DM/ha which led to a lot of animals receiving a buffer feed. Luckily, we have got a welcome dash of
rain over the past few days which in the presence of available nutrients has brought growth levels back up to 90kg DM/HA. As we are
all starting from low farm covers, we need to maximise growth to deal with the recent shortfall of grass production. First cut silage
has also been affected by drought conditions with 25-30% reduction in yields being reported locally. The quality of this first cut silage
should be very good and most crops were saved in great conditions.

Grazing ground
Nitrogen N
Paddocks that have received nitrogen in the past few weeks
should take this up now. Fields that have not been spread for
over 3 to 4 weeks should get nitrogen immediately. The increased
growth after the rain should enable 2 units a day to be taken up.
Phosphorous P
P is a key driver of growth, root development, and grass tillering.
Available P will help stressed plants recover and promote water
and nutrient uptake. In addition, it will promote grass tiller
development to help swards recover after the dry spell. Therefore,
apply low to medium rates of P in your next fertiliser application.
Low index soils will require larger amounts of P depending on
when they last received it. Earlier spring applications of P in
low index ground will need to be topped up at this stage as P is
locked up in these soils.
Potassium K
K has a major role to play in the uptake and regulation of
water within the plant. Now more than ever sufficient levels
of soil available and applied K will be essential for the plants
to withstand drought and aid rapid recovery. K at sufficient
levels will keep good quality leaf in the grass and stop it from
droughting out, pushing up a seed head and going to stem.
Stem has one third less feed value to the cow as green leaf.
Sulphur S
Sulphur increases the efficiency of N uptake which is very
important at this time of the year. Sulphur aids in plant protein
production and therefore grass that has sulphur will remain
higher in protein and retain feeding quality later into the season.
Sulphur should be a part of all fertiliser applications.

In most cases an application of a compound containing N P K S
will be the best solution to get farm covers back up where they
need to be. Take the full advantage of the growth while we have
it to build up much needed reserves.

Silage ground
The present damp dull weather makes it ideal for slurry
applications. Most slurry spread during the dry spell will have
lost all its nitrogen content. It is important to know your offtake
when it comes to spreading your second cut silage with EACH
TON of DM removing 25 kg (20 units) of N 4kg(3 units) of P,
25kg (20 units) of K and 4kg (3units) of S. In low index P we
must add 10kg (8 units) per index lower than 3 and in low index
K 30kg (24 units) per index lower than 3. In general, we are
low in sulphur so as a rule of thumb it is best apply 15 to 20
units per acre for your second cut. A 3tn DM/HA crop on an
index 3 3 will take 75N 12P 75K and 12 to 15 S out of your soil.
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Crop Update July 2020

Author: George Blackburn

As the crop protection campaign draws to a close for 2020, it is a good opportunity to reflect on the season and give an update
on the individual crops as we head into grainfill and ultimately harvest. It has been a challenging year to grow crops from the
relentlessly wet winter to the acutely dry spring which developed into a drought by the end of May. The biggest challenge this year
was keeping crops alive rather than controlling disease. The use of trace elements foliar feeds and bio stimulants on crops this
season came into sharp focus and their value to the overall agronomy toolbox appears to become more and more valuable as time
goes on. With the increased reduction in our chemical armoury we will have to look at other methods to keep plants healthy, reduce
stress and increase yields and this season showed that proper nutrition is vital to that process.

Winter Crops
The wet Autumn and Winter of 2019 disrupted many growers
plans for winter sowings and as a result the acreage of winter
cereals has drastically reduced in the country. Of the crops that
did get sowed the news is quite good. Oilseed rape crops look
very promising this year. It had a very prolonged flowering due
to the good spring and pods seem to be filling very well with
little or no disease evident in crops especially light leaf spot and
sclerotinia. Oilseed Rape crops will need desiccation approx. 3
weeks out from harvest when 2/3 of the seeds in the pod turn
from green to brown. Winter Barley had looked poor most of the
season as the wet winter wasn’t overly kind to it and the cold
harsh weather during the last two weeks of March and into April
didn’t help it to tiller out and bulk up as you would like. However,
disease pressure remained low throughout the season and
crops albeit on the thin side have produced a very large head so
may compensate to a degree. The two- row variety Valerie was
slow to get going in the spring but has improved dramatically

with a sea of heads now evident in fields. Definitely one to look
out for in Autumn 2020. Winter wheat crops led somewhat of
a charmed existence this year if they managed to survive the
winter. There has been the lowest disease pressure in Wheat for
years and Septoria never became an issue. Rust was the only
disease I encountered in Wheat this year on susceptible varieties
Bennington and JB Diego. Wheat flowered in ideal conditions with
no rain so risk of fusarium infection should be low. The varieties
Graham and Costello look to have performed well thus far and
I expect wheat to do very well this harvest weather permitting.
Winter Oat crops look very good with a larger than normal panicle
and grain fill looks to be very good. From a yield perspective the
few crops of Winter Oats should do very well.

Spring Barley
Spring barley is by far our biggest commercial crop and as a result
receives the most attention. This spring has been a challenging
one for this crop. It got off to a great start with excellent sowing
conditions but the crop has suffered a lot of stress post planting.
The relatively cool temperature in April coupled with a very harsh
easterly wind that seemed to hang around forever has done harm
to crops. The drought in the month of May hasn’t helped either
with some crops having aborted tillers to try and keep the main
stem going. Barley truly is a mixed bag with some excellent crops
mainly in cooler type land with plenty of clay and anywhere there
was shelter there is a marked difference in the crop. The worst
affected crops are those on very light shingly soils or sandy soils.
On the other extreme heavy land coupled with late ploughing had
simply dried out too much. Any crop that was fine and firm at
sowing has plenty of potential but any crops that were sowed in
sub optimal conditions have suffered. It has to be said that crops
established under minimal cultivation systems look to have

The Cooney Furlong Grain Co. Technical Newsletter
resisted the drought conditions better due to their increased
moisture retention capacity. The old phrase “well sown is half
grown” was never more evident than this year. There will be huge
variation in barley yields this year and I would expect yields to
range from 1.5 ton to the acre to close on 4 ton to the acre there
is that much variation out there. The vast majority of crops are
good to excellent and should achieve a more than satisfactory
result for growers. Straw will not be overly plentiful and should
provide an improved market in terms of demand than last year.

Spring Wheat
Spring Wheat had fallen out of fashion in a big way over the
last ten years having lost its natural home in the traditional
rotation after sugar beet. However, this year it has made a bit of
a comeback with the Autumn being so poor and the price spread
between wheat and barley on the market at an all time high.
The main variety out with growers is Heranda and looks to be
performing well. Like all crops this year the drought has affected
straw height and growth regulation programmes probably
worked better than ever in the field. Crops are very clean where
they were well sprayed preventatively for mildew a big enemy of
Spring Wheat. Talius has proven itself to be an excellent product
for keeping mildew at bay in the wheat this year. Final sprays are
ongoing at mid flowering and a robust final fungicide is required
especially for Septoria as the pressure will more than likely come
late this year in Wheat with late season rainfall and late nitrogen
yet to be taken up by the crop. Crops look to have more than
decent potential and with a good grain fill should deliver for
growers come harvest in mid-September.

main varieties we have this year are Husky and Isabell and both
look to have potential. Isabell was notably more sensitive to
herbicide than husky owing to its lusher nature but has bounced
back well and looks to be a variety with a future for both Autumn
and Spring Plantings for 2021.

Spring Beans
Spring beans are just coming to the end of flowering and are
beginning to set the pods. Crops were starting to suffer drought
stress especially on drier land but the recent rains have done
them the world of good. The drought conditions up to lately
have reduced disease pressure massively so chocolate spot
isn’t as big an issue as other years early in the season. The
rain has come just in time for pod fill and beans should do well
once robust fungicide applications are adhered to for the final
spray. One lesson we have learned this year is the importance of
rotation with beans. Every field that had beans five years ago in it
has significant enough levels of downy mildew and in future the
optimum slot for beans is prob one in seven or at least one in six
in the rotation. Downy mildew can be controlled with phosphites
and products like ridomil gold but the starting point for any
disease prevention strategy should be with controllable factors
like rotation.

Spring Oats
Due to the difficult Autumn of 2019 there has been a significant
increase in the planting of Spring Oats in 2020. Oats is a valuable
break crop and allows growers to maintain their rotation slot for
Winter Wheat and Winter Barley for 2021. Spring oats have done
well and seem to have handled the drought conditions best of all
the cereal crops. Crops are short enough and growth regulation
has been good but they will stretch again after recent rains. They
have developed a fine panicle with up to 50 grain sites on many
of the panicles which would be high for Spring Oats. The two

Customer Update
Due to the restrictions imposed by the Irish government
as a result of Coronavirus (COVID-19), The Cooney
Furlong Grain Company has put measures in place to
continue to provide our farmers and local communities
with quality products and services.
If you wish to place an order with us, please contact your nearest store or get in touch via our social media
channels and we will ensure your order is fulfilled while implementing the recommended COVID-19 best practices.
Its imperative we follow social distancing guidelines both on farm and in our stores. This is to ensure the safety and
well-being of you and your family, and for the protection of our staff, drivers and their families. We will continue to
carefully monitor the advice and guidelines issued by the Irish government and Department of Agriculture (DAFM).
This is an incredibly challenging time for many people, and we would like to take this opportunity to thank all our
customers for your continued support.
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Information on the restrictions on Roundup
(Glyphosate) applications to Food Grade Barley Crops

Dear Grower
The Cooney Furlong Grain Co will be purchasing food grade barley this year with premiums paid on certain varieties this harvest.
Our purchasers need this barley to be glyphosate free; therefore if you have potential food grade barley we request that you do not
spray a crop of spring barley with glyphosate. Our agronomists will inspect these crops before harvesting to verify crops have not been
sprayed with glyphosate and we will be asking growers for confirmation of non-use at our weighbridges as a further control point for
segregation of crops and varieties.
The Cooney Furlong Grain Co is committed to sourcing and supplying food grade barley to premium
markets. To access these markets we need to be able to guarantee glyphosate free barley. We appreciate your co-operation in this
regard and look forward to a safe and successful harvest.
All growers of premium barley are expected to be IGAS members; if you are not registered we encourage you to do so over the next few
weeks. Forms are available from our office.
Glyphosate application is still allowed to feed grade crops such as Oilseed rape, Oats and Wheat if weed control is required. If this
happens remember to clean combines and trailers appropriately to avoid cross contamination of feed grade barley crops and food
grade crops.
Ensure header, stone trap, sieves, elevator boots and grain tank are cleaned of feed grade crops prior to harvesting food grade crops.
If you have any queries regarding any of the above, please contact your account manager.

Account Payment Options
Did you know that you can make payments off your account with any of
the following options:
Branches

Pay at any of our branches by cheque, card, cash or EFT

Online

Contact us on 053 925 5389 for our bank details & pay by
EFT using online banking

Telephone Call us with your card details and we can process your
payment over the phone safely & securely
By Post

Post your cheques to any of our branches

